
Rising as impressively as Herzog & de Meuron’s Tate Modern extension,  
our pick of emerging architectural talent gathers atop W* HQ for a peek
PORTRAIT: TIM GUTT
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 HENRIQUE MARQUES  
 SPACEWORKERS,   
 PORTUGAL

 AND BENJAMIN CLARENS  
 CUT, FRANCE

 AND UFFE LETH  
 LETH & GORI, DENMARK

 AND CHRISTOPH ZELLER  
 ZELLER & MOYE, MEXICO 

 AND EMIKO HAYAKAWA  
 HAYAKAWA KOWALCZYK,  
 JAPAN

 AND ERIC MARTIN  
 DELVENDAHL MARTIN, UK

 JOHO ARCHITECTURE,  
 SOUTH KOREA

 CHRIS BRYANT    
 AND TRISTAN WIGFALL  
 

 ZAIDIN AND XAVIER  
 MORELL JANÉ  
 ALVENTOSA MORELL,  
 SPAIN

 
 JAN RÖSLER  
 ARCHITEKTEN,  GERMANY

 
 KIT, SWITZERLAND
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HERZOG & DE MEURON’S  
TA T E MODERN EX T ENSION  
WILL FEA T URE A LA TT ICE BRICK 
FACADE TH AT  ALLOWS LIG HT   
TO S HINE TH ROUG H W HILE 
CO MPLE MEN T ING TH E SURFACE 
OF TH E ORIGINAL G ILES G ILBER T  
SCO TT  ST RUC T URE. DUE TO BE 
CO MPLE T HE NEW 
BUILDING WILL S TAND A T M, 
ITS HEIG HT  RESPONDING TO  
TH E FOR MER POWER S TAT ION’S 

M HIG H C HIMNEY

 L ondon’s skyline is full of construction cranes 
and glistening glass towers, but even so, it is hard to 
miss Tate Modern’s twisted trapezoid  of an extension.  
In the works since 2010 – with its mostly underground 
phase one, the Tate Tanks project that converted 
former oil tanks into gallery space, completed in 2012 –  
it has been steadily making its mark on the capital.  
And all the while, we’ve had a front-row seat of the 

  .teerts eht ssorca tsuj gnieb QH *repapllaW ,etis gnidliub
Its proximity has allowed us to follow the project closely,  
from the initial groundbreaking to the bricklayers’  
ongoing work on the outer skin. But this is not the  
only reason the project is a stand-out one for us. This is, 
after all, the world’s most visited modern art gallery. 

The new and improved Tate Modern – its extension 
designed by Herzog & de Meuron, the museum’s 
original architects – will be one of London’s key  
2016 openings, making its developing site the ideal 
platform for our Architects’ Directory photo shoot,  
our annual showcase of emerging architectural talent. 
Eleven practices joined us, from Denmark, France, 
Germany, Japan, Mexico, Portugal, South Korea, Spain, 
Switzerland and the UK. For some, this was a chance  
to revisit old stomping grounds. Christoph Zeller,  
of Mexico and Germany-based practice Zeller & Moye, 
worked at Herzog & de Meuron as project manager  
for the Tate Modern extension until the completion  

half, Ingrid Moye, who worked on the project for three 
years. ‘It is a great pleasure seeing the building taking 

the back of your hand every single corner and detail.’ 
Pritzker Prize-winners Herzog & de Meuron  

won the competition to design the extension back 

of the Giles Gilbert Scott-designed Bankside Power 
Station, which opened to critical acclaim in 2000,  
was designed to welcome 2m visitors a year. Now 
attracting more than 5m annually, Tate Modern needs 
space for various functions, such as an increasing 
demand for learning facilities and interactivity, and  
to house its ever-growing collection. A desire to weave 

the building’s relationship with its neighbours was  
also key to the new addition.

The extension promises to be extremely energy 

will help control air and water temperature, with 
natural air circulation supporting this where possible. 
Overall, the extension will use ‘54 per cent less energy 
and generate 44 per cent less carbon than current 
building regulations demand’, explain the architects. 

Due to be completed next year, the extension will 
increase Tate Modern’s capacity by 60 per cent, adding 

64.5m tall on the museum’s south side, sits away from 
the river, helping the complex blend into its Southwark 

extensive dedicated learning spaces and new and 
expanded areas for socialising. A public roof terrace will 
sit at the very top, while a park at its foot will connect 
it to the surrounding urban fabric. Bridges will connect 

new layout will place the existing Turbine Hall and its  

see Wallpaper.com for the full Architects’ Directory 2015. ∏ 
herzogdemeuron.com; tate.org.uk
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Portugal
Spaceworkers’ founders, Henrique 
Marques and Rui Dinis, hail from 
Paredes, east of Porto, where they 
set up shop in 2007. Their latest 
project is an impressive cultural 
centre set inside a 19th-century 
school, but it was their portfolio 
of beautiful house designs that 
caught our eye. These include the 
linear Sambade House (pictured) 
and the concrete-and-wood  
BE House, both built in small 
towns in northern Portugal.
spaceworkers.pt

South Korea
Jeong Hoon Lee set up Seoul-
based practice Joho Architecture 
in 2009, and has since won a  
host of awards and nominations 
for his imaginative and �awless 
brickwork. An early project, 
Namhae Cheo-ma House, in rural 
South Gyeongsang, remains one 
of Lee’s favourites, while more 
recent work includes The Curving 
House (pictured) and Scale-ing 
House, both in the densely 
populated Gyeonggi Province.
johoarchitecture.com 

KOWALCZYK
Japan
Japanese architect Emiko 
Hayakawa (ex-David Adjaye)  
and Polish architect Aureliusz 
Kowalczyk (ex-Tony Fretton  
and Caruso St John) set up their 
Tokyo studio in 2009. Taking in 
in�uences such as the shifting 
urban environment and the local 
art scene, recent projects include 
the brick-built House in the 
Woods (pictured), near Warsaw, 
and Tokyo’s Blum & Poe Gallery.
hayakawakowalczyk.com
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UK
‘Coming from di�erent countries 
and cultural backgrounds, while 
practising in the UK gives us a rich 
mix of in�uences,’ say Mexico-
born Eric Martin and German-born 
Nikolai Delvendahl. They set up  
in 2009 in London, following stints  
at Adjaye Associates (Delvendahl) 
and Allies and Morrison (Martin). 
Since then, the team has worked 
on several di�erent typologies, 
from commercial to residential, 
including the ZB House and the 
KH House extension (pictured). 
dm-architects.co.uk 

Spain
Marc Alventosa Zaidin set up  
his studio in Barcelona in 2006.  
Xavier Morell Jané came on board  
in 2008, and it became Alventosa 
Morell in 2010. Specialising in 
sustainability and environmentally 
friendly design, the �rm’s key 
works include the rectilinear  
Casa VC, near Barcelona, and  
the timber-clad, single-storey  
Casa GG (pictured) in Santa Maria  
de Palautordera, a bioclimatic  
house which the architects  
count among their favourites. 
alventosamorell.com 

Denmark
U�e Leth and Karsten Gori, who 
founded their Copenhagen �rm 
in 2007, suggest that ‘the basis  
of making good architecture is 
hard work and more hard work.’ 
Both also teach at the city’s Royal 
Academy School of Architecture. 
Of their own projects, Brick House 
(pictured) is a favourite, with its 
emphasis on longevity and low 
maintenance, while Roof House  
in Fredensborg transforms  
an existing low-level house with  
a dramatic new roof structure.
lethgori.dk

 
France
CUT is a partnership founded in 
2008 between Benjamin Clarens 
and Yann Martin. CUT’s Timber 
House (pictured) in Meudon, near 
Paris, is a big angular extension  
that takes its cue from the existing 
house, creating a new form that 
doesn’t overshadow the original.  
Combining contemporary and 
vernacular styles, it never shirks 
from confrontation, while splashes 
of colour and a reverence for 
original materials and forms 
maintain an intimate, human scale.
cut-architectures.com
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Switzerland
ETH Zurich graduates Roman 
Loretan, Andreas Schelling  
and Gianet Traxler set up Kit  
in Zurich in 2009, and the team’s 
work spans many di�erent  
scales, from small pavilions to 
larger infrastructure schemes. 
Their single-family house 
(pictured) in March in Schwyz,  
an exercise in maximising space 
while minimising footprint,  
is a particular favourite.  
Their �re station design in 
Weinfelden ranks equally high.
kitarchitects.com  
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UK
Alma-nac began in 2010 when 
Chris Bryant, Caspar Rodgers 
and Tristan Wigfall set up 
guerrilla market stalls across 
London in an e�ort to bolster 
their ‘nonexistent client list’. 
Their work includes a Russian 
deli, a publisher’s library and 
several residential projects, 
including the 2.3m-wide  
Slim House in London and the 
recently completed Split House 
(pictured) in East Sussex. 
alma-nac.com 
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Germany
Jan Rösler set up in Berlin in 2010. 
A trained carpenter, he also runs  
a workshop to handle the bespoke 
elements of his designs. House 
Stein (pictured) showcases his 
skills. A radical conversion of an 
existing building in Saxony-Anhalt, 
it combines careful restoration 
and contemporary elements with 
handcrafted details, from the new 
window frames to the minimal 
bathroom. Rösler says he would 
like to broaden his horizons with  
a modest museum project. 
janroesler.de

Mexico
Christoph Zeller and Ingrid Moye’s 
practice, set up in 2013, spans  
two continents, with outposts in 
Berlin and Mexico City. The dual 
cultural approach de�nes their 
work, and recent projects include 
a tumbling cascade of forms  
for Mexico City’s Archivo Diseño  
y Arquitectura museum. The pair 
are currently working on Casa 
Troquer (pictured) in Mexico City, 
a remodelled townhouse featuring 
a minimal roof extension that 
opens up onto a secluded garden. 
zellermoye.com

 π
Find the full Architects’ Directory 2015, 
featuring 20 breakthrough practices,  
at Wallpaper.com
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